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Griffins, Cyclopes, Monsters, and Giants--these fabulous creatures of classical mythology continue to live in
the modern imagination through the vivid accounts that have come down to us from the ancient Greeks and
Romans. But what if these beings were more than merely fictions? What if monstrous creatures once roamed
the earth in the very places where their legends first arose? This is the arresting and original thesis that
Adrienne Mayor explores in The First Fossil Hunters. Through careful research and meticulous
documentation, she convincingly shows that many of the giants and monsters of myth did have a basis in
fact--in the enormous bones of long-extinct species that were once abundant in the lands of the Greeks and
Romans.

As Mayor shows, the Greeks and Romans were well aware that a different breed of creatures once inhabited
their lands. They frequently encountered the fossilized bones of these primeval beings, and they developed
sophisticated concepts to explain the fossil evidence, concepts that were expressed in mythological stories.
The legend of the gold-guarding griffin, for example, sprang from tales first told by Scythian gold-miners,
who, passing through the Gobi Desert at the foot of the Altai Mountains, encountered the skeletons of
Protoceratops and other dinosaurs that littered the ground.

Like their modern counterparts, the ancient fossil hunters collected and measured impressive petrified
remains and displayed them in temples and museums; they attempted to reconstruct the appearance of these
prehistoric creatures and to explain their extinction. Long thought to be fantasy, the remarkably detailed and
perceptive Greek and Roman accounts of giant bone finds were actually based on solid paleontological facts.
By reading these neglected narratives for the first time in the light of modern scientific discoveries, Adrienne
Mayor illuminates a lost world of ancient paleontology.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Major:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The First Fossil Hunters:
Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times book as beginning and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kathleen Strickland:

This The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times are generally
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The First
Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times can be one of several great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The First Fossil
Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Dona Cole:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The First
Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a book.

Barbra Walker:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.



The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and
Roman Times can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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