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From Ishmael Reed and Toni Morrison to Colson Whitehead and Terry McMillan, Darryl Dickson-Carr
offers a definitive guide to contemporary African American literature. This volume-the only reference work
devoted exclusively to African American fiction of the last thirty-five years-presents a wealth of factual and
interpretive information about the major authors, texts, movements, and ideas that have shaped contemporary
African American fiction. In more than 160 concise entries, arranged alphabetically, Dickson-Carr discusses
the careers, works, and critical receptions of Alice Walker, Gloria Naylor, Jamaica Kincaid, Charles
Johnson, John Edgar Wideman, Leon Forrest, as well as other prominent and lesser-known authors. Each
entry presents ways of reading the author's works, identifies key themes and influences, assesses the writer's
overarching significance, and includes sources for further research.

Dickson-Carr addresses the influence of a variety of literary movements, critical theories, and publishers of
African American work. Topics discussed include the Black Arts Movement, African American
postmodernism, feminism, and the influence of hip-hop, the blues, and jazz on African American novelists.
In tracing these developments, Dickson-Carr examines the multitude of ways authors have portrayed the
diverse experiences of African Americans.

The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction situates African American fiction in the
social, political, and cultural contexts of post-Civil Rights era America: the drug epidemics of the 1980s and
1990s and the concomitant "war on drugs," the legacy of the Civil Rights Movement, the struggle for gay
rights, feminism, the rise of HIV/AIDS, and racism's continuing effects on African American communities.
Dickson-Carr also discusses the debates and controversies regarding the role of literature in African
American life. The volume concludes with an extensive annotated bibliography of African American fiction
and criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American
Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945) was making you to know about other expertise and
of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Columbia Guide to
Contemporary African American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945) is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Columbia Guide to Contemporary
African American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945). You never feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Justin Pritchett:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to
Literature Since 1945) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The
Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since
1945) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for
your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Ann David:

This The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature
Since 1945) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information
accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Columbia Guide to Contemporary
African American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945) in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?



Marian Carson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction (The
Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945) when you needed it?
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