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While in the 1980s oil was considered “the only commodity whose sudden cutoff would have a drastic effect
on national welfare or on economic activity,” the 2030s come with the image of a world in which the sudden
cutoff of Russian gas to Europe will have similar disastrous effects on the economies of many European and
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) member states. This monograph argues that Russian control of
the natural gas supplies and of the export infrastructure systems of natural gas to Europe gives tremendous
leverage to Russia in imposing its national security policy. If in the traditional security environment the use
of military force was the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic’s (USSR) preferred method of political
coercion, in the contemporary security environment Russia is struggling with a weaker military that no
longer represents a threat to the North Atlantic Alliance. This book emphasizes that Russia overcame this
major vulnerability by developing the capacity to use unilateral economic sanctions in the form of gas
pricing and gas disruptions against many European NATO member states. It agrees with many scholars and
politicians alike who fear that Russia will leverage its monopoly of natural gas to gain political concessions;
and it supports the viewpoint that “Russia’s energy-centered foreign policy is not limited to the states of the
former Soviet Union and is clearly designed to increase its leverage in key geostrategic theaters and over
United States allies.” While Russian officials insist that these fears are overblown, skeptics believe that “if
there were a serious enough dispute, the Russians might do just that [use its energy security leverage against
NATO member states].” The concerns of these skeptics cannot be dismissed without an unbiased
examination of the scarcity of natural gas in the contemporary security environment, of the salience of
natural gas in Russia’s national security strategies, and of the natural gas pipeline politics in Eastern and
Central Europe. To address these questions, the monograph has been separated into four chapters. Chapter 1
will demonstrate that like oil in the traditional security environment, under certain conditions, natural gas can
serve as an effective unilateral instrument of state power in the contemporary security environment, and that
its disruption by Russia will prove deadly to the economies of many NATO member states in Eastern and
Central Europe (traditionally, Russia’s sphere of influence). Chapter 2 will explain why Russia perceives
NATO as a hostile alliance, and how Russia uses natural gas as an instrument of coercion in its sphere of
influence. In Chapter 3, a look at Russia’s use of natural gas as a national security instrument of coercion in
negotiations with Ukraine will help energy security analysts determine the conditions under which Russia
will leverage its energy superpower position in its relations with European Union (EU) and/or NATO
member states. Additionally, a look at Russia’s failures in the use of such coercion in Ukraine will assist
NATO member states in Eastern and Central Europe to identify ways to reduce the threat of disruption of
Russian gas supplies. Finally, Chapter 4 will expose the processes Russia uses in the context of natural gas
negotiations to bribe Western European nations—such as Germany, France, and Italy—to divide the NATO
Alliance, and to rule over its traditional sphere of influence in Eastern and Central Europe.
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From reader reviews:

James Dorman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power.

Bill Boyd:

The reason? Because this Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Brooke Callender:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Natural Gas as an Instrument
of Russian State Power that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power become
your own personal starter.

Francis Lopez:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important



for you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State
Power can make you sense more interested to read.

Download and Read Online Natural Gas as an Instrument of
Russian State Power U.S. Army War College #WJDL75QNYG1



Read Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power by U.S.
Army War College for online ebook

Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power by U.S. Army War College Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power by U.S. Army War College
books to read online.

Online Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power by U.S. Army War
College ebook PDF download

Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power by U.S. Army War College Doc

Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power by U.S. Army War College Mobipocket

Natural Gas as an Instrument of Russian State Power by U.S. Army War College EPub


