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"Fenimore Cooper's Literary Offences," the best-known and best-loved essay in this collection, is Mark
Twain's how-to guide for the would-be author. A hilarious and cutting critique of what not to do, this
deliciously wicked essay also lays out what writers should and must do if they want their fiction to live and
breathe--as Twain's own fiction always does. In "How to Tell a Story," the title piece, Twain takes on such
mysteries as the perfectly-timed pause and the uses of the dead-pan mask, and candidly describes his own
efforts to hone his platform skills. In "What Paul Bourget Thinks of Us," Twain lays out a job description for
the "native novelist" that is as fresh and accurate today as when Twain first wrote it. Anyone who cares about
storytelling or writing will find Twain's sage suggestions in this volume compelling and engaging.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

This How to Tell a Story and Other Essays (1897) (The Oxford Mark Twain) book is just not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This How to Tell a Story and Other Essays (1897) (The Oxford Mark Twain)
without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
be worry How to Tell a Story and Other Essays (1897) (The Oxford Mark Twain) can bring whenever you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This How to Tell a Story and Other Essays (1897) (The Oxford Mark Twain)
having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

John Lien:

Typically the book How to Tell a Story and Other Essays (1897) (The Oxford Mark Twain) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book How to Tell a Story and Other
Essays (1897) (The Oxford Mark Twain) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Cathryn Walker:

Typically the book How to Tell a Story and Other Essays (1897) (The Oxford Mark Twain) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Rose Duprey:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is usually How to Tell a Story and Other Essays (1897) (The Oxford Mark Twain).
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