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When Reynold Levy became the new president of Lincoln Center in 2002, New York Magazine described the
situation he walked in to as “a community in deep distress, riven by conflict.” Ideas for the redevelopment of
Lincoln Center’s artistic facilities and public spaces required spending more than $1.2 billion, but there was
no clear pathway for how to raise that kind of unprecedented sum. The individual resident organizations that
were the key constituents of Lincoln Center—the Metropolitan Opera, the New York City Opera, the New
York Philharmonic, the Juilliard School, and eight others—could not agree on a common capital plan or
fundraising course of action. Instead, intramural rivalries and disputes filled the vacuum.

Besides, some of those organizations had daunting problems of their own. Levy tells the inside story of the
demise of the New York City Opera, the Metropolitan Opera’s need to use as collateral its iconic Chagall
tapestries in the face of mounting operating losses, and the New York Philharmonic’s dalliance with
Carnegie Hall.

Yet despite these and other challenges, Levy and the extraordinary civic leaders at his side were able to
shape a consensus for the physical modernization of the sixteen-acre campus and raise the money necessary
to maintain Lincoln Center as the country’s most vibrant performing arts destination. By the time he left,
Lincoln Center had prepared itself fully for the next generation of artists and audiences.

They Told Me Not to Take That Job is more than a memoir of life at the heart of one of the world’s most
prominent cultural institutions. It is also a case study of leadership and management in action. How Levy and
his colleagues triumphantly steered Lincoln Center—through perhaps the most tumultuous decade of its
history to a startling transformation—is fully captured in his riveting account.
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From reader reviews:

George Cornelius:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually They Told Me Not to Take that Job: Tumult,
Betrayal, Heroics, and the Transformation of Lincoln Center why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

John Dumas:

This They Told Me Not to Take that Job: Tumult, Betrayal, Heroics, and the Transformation of Lincoln
Center is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange
word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having They Told Me Not to Take that Job: Tumult, Betrayal, Heroics,
and the Transformation of Lincoln Center in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Sandra Leggett:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like They Told Me Not to Take that
Job: Tumult, Betrayal, Heroics, and the Transformation of Lincoln Center which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Jose Batey:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From
the book They Told Me Not to Take that Job: Tumult, Betrayal, Heroics, and the Transformation of Lincoln
Center we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must
want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life by this book They Told Me Not to Take that Job: Tumult, Betrayal, Heroics, and the



Transformation of Lincoln Center. You can more inviting than now.
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