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"All stars are celebrities, but not all celebrities are stars," states David Shumway in the introduction to Rock
Star, an informal history of rock stardom. This deceptively simple statement belies the complex definition
and meaning of stardom and more specifically of rock icons. Shumway looks at the careers and cultural
legacies of seven rock stars in the context of popular music and culture?Elvis Presley, James Brown, Bob
Dylan, the Rolling Stones, the Grateful Dead, Joni Mitchell, and Bruce Springsteen. Granted, there are many
more names that fall into the rock icon category and that might rightfully appear on this list. Partly, that is
the point: "rock star" is a familiar and desired category but also a contested one.

Shumway investigates the rock star as a particular kind of cultural construction, different from mere
celebrity. After the golden age of moviemaking, media exposure allowed rock stars more political sway than
Hollywood's studio stars, and rock stars gradually replaced movie stars as key cultural heroes. Because of
changes in American society and the media industries, rock stars have become much more explicitly political
figures than were the stars of Hollywood’s studio era. Rock stars, moreover, are icons of change, though not
always progressive, whose public personas read like texts produced collaboratively by the performers
themselves, their managers, and record companies. These stars thrive in a variety of media, including
recorded music, concert performance, dress, staging, cover art, films, television, video, print, and others.

Filled with memorable photographs, Rock Star will appeal to anyone interested in modern American popular
culture or music history.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Rock Star: The Making
of Musical Icons from Elvis to Springsteen book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Eric Bass:

The book Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons from Elvis to Springsteen will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons
from Elvis to Springsteen is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Enrique Hayes:

The reserve untitled Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons from Elvis to Springsteen is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to
you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons from
Elvis to Springsteen from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Fredrick Alfred:

Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons from Elvis to Springsteen can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons from Elvis to Springsteen but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This
great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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