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The companion book to an upcoming museum exhibition of the same name, Places of Invention seeks to
answer timely questions about the nature of invention and innovation:  What is it about some places that
sparks invention and innovation? Is it simply being at the right place at the right time, or is it more than that?
How does “place”—whether physical, social, or cultural—support, constrain, and shape innovation? Why
does invention flourish in one spot but struggle in another, even very similar location? In short: Why there?
Why then?
 
Places of Invention frames current and historic conversation on the relationship between place and creativity,
citing extensive scholarship in the area and two decades of investigation and study from the National
Museum of American History’s Lemelson Center for the Study of Invention and Innovation. The book is
built around six place case studies: Hartford, CT, late 1800s; Hollywood, CA, 1930s; Medical Alley, MN,
1950s; Bronx, NY,1970s; Silicon Valley, CA, 1970s–1980s; and Fort Collins, CO, 2010s. Interspersed with
these case studies are dispatches from three “learning labs” detailing Smithsonian Affiliate museums’ work
using Places of Invention as a model for documenting local invention and innovation.
 
Written by exhibition curators, each part of the book focuses on the central thesis that invention is
everywhere and fueled by unique combinations of creative people, ready resources, and inspiring
surroundings. Like the locations it explores, Places of Invention shows how the history of invention can be a
transformative lens for understanding local history and cultivating creativity on scales of place ranging from
the personal to the national and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Places of Invention book because book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Marjorie Batchelder:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
this Places of Invention.

Homer Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Places of Invention that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you may pick Places of Invention become your own starter.

Joseph Lunsford:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list will be Places of Invention. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you
can get many advantages.
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