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The origins of Islam have been the subject of increasing controversy in recent years. The traditional view,
which presents Islam as a self-consciously distinct religion tied to the life and revelations of the prophet
Muhammad in western Arabia, has since the 1970s been challenged by historians engaged in critical study of
the Muslim sources.

In Muhammad and the Believers, the eminent historian Fred Donner offers a lucid and original vision of how
Islam first evolved. He argues that the origins of Islam lie in what we may call the "Believers' movement"
begun by the prophet Muhammad?a movement of religious reform emphasizing strict monotheism and
righteous behavior in conformity with God's revealed law. The Believers' movement thus included righteous
Christians and Jews in its early years, because like the Qur'anic Believers, Christians and Jews were
monotheists and agreed to live righteously in obedience to their revealed law. The conviction that Muslims
constituted a separate religious community, utterly distinct from Christians and Jews, emerged a century
later, when the leaders of the Believers' movement decided that only those who saw the Qur'an as the final
revelation of the One God and Muhammad as the final prophet, qualified as Believers. This separated them
decisively from monotheists who adhered to the Gospels or Torah.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Ring:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Muhammad and the
Believers: At the Origins of Islam. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Nicolas Jones:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins
of Islam is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Emanuel Douglas:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Muhammad and the
Believers: At the Origins of Islam suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islamis one of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Sunday Richey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Muhammad and the Believers: At the
Origins of Islam publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Muhammad and the Believers: At the
Origins of Islam as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.
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