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Since the late 1980s, Hal Hartley has challenged standards of realist narrative cinema with daring narrative
constructions, character development, and the creation of an unconventional visual world. In this pioneering
critical overview of his work and its cultural-historical context, Mark L. Berrettini discusses seven of
Hartley's feature films, including The Unbelievable Truth, Trust, Simple Men, Amateur, Henry Fool, Fay
Grim, and The Book of Life.
 
Drawing on journalism, theories of representation, narrative and genre, and cinema history, Berrettini
discusses the absurdist-comedic representation of serious themes in Hartley's films: impossible love,
coincidence and human relations, extreme isolation, and the restrictions posed by gender norms. He looks at
the films' consistently absurd tone and notes how these themes reappear within framing narratives that shift
from the seemingly mundane in Hartley's earliest works to the vibrantly creative and fantastic in his later
films. Employing close analysis and theories related to cinematic narrative and to realism, the book's critical
appraisal of Hartley's films considers aspects of American independent cinema and postwar European
cinema, antirealism, and minimalism. The volume concludes with a pair of in-depth interviews with the
director from two distinct points in his career.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Armstrong:

The reason why? Because this Hal Hartley (Contemporary Film Directors) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Emil Townsend:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Hal Hartley
(Contemporary Film Directors), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Debbie Gagnon:

This Hal Hartley (Contemporary Film Directors) is completely new way for you who has interest to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Hal Hartley (Contemporary Film
Directors) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by
anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Randy Jones:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Hal Hartley (Contemporary Film
Directors) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any



other book likes Hal Hartley (Contemporary Film Directors) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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