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Between 1880 and 1914, tens of thousands of men and women left France for distant religious missions,
driven by the desire to spread the word of Jesus Christ, combat Satan, and convert the world's pagans to
Catholicism. But they were not the only ones with eyes fixed on foreign shores. Just as the Catholic
missionary movement reached its apex, the young, staunchly secular Third Republic launched the most
aggressive campaign of colonial expansion in French history. Missionaries and republicans abroad knew
they had much to gain from working together, but their starkly different motivations regularly led them to
view one another with resentment, distrust, and even fear.

In An Empire Divided, J.P. Daughton tells the story of how troubled relations between Catholic missionaries
and a host of republican critics shaped colonial policies, Catholic perspectives, and domestic French politics
in the tumultuous decades before the First World War. With case studies on Indochina, Polynesia, and
Madagascar, An Empire Divided--the first book to examine the role of religious missionaries in shaping
French colonialism--challenges the long-held view that French colonizing and "civilizing" goals were shaped
by a distinctly secular republican ideology built on Enlightenment ideals. By exploring the experiences of
Catholic missionaries, one of the largest groups of French men and women working abroad, Daughton
argues that colonial policies were regularly wrought in the fires of religious discord--discord that indigenous
communities exploited in responding to colonial rule.

After decades of conflict, Catholics and republicans in the empire ultimately buried many of their
disagreements by embracing a notion of French civilization that awkwardly melded both Catholic and
republican ideals. But their entente came at a price, with both sides compromising long-held and much-
cherished traditions for the benefit of establishing and maintaining authority. Focusing on the much-
neglected intersection of politics, religion, and imperialism, Daughton offers a new understanding of both the
nature of French culture and politics at the fin de siecle, as well as the power of the colonial experience to
reshape European's most profound beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important usually. The book An Empire Divided: Religion, Republicanism,
and the Making of French Colonialism, 1880-1914 has been making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve An Empire Divided:
Religion, Republicanism, and the Making of French Colonialism, 1880-1914 is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book An Empire Divided: Religion,
Republicanism, and the Making of French Colonialism, 1880-1914. You never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

James Hopwood:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this An Empire Divided:
Religion, Republicanism, and the Making of French Colonialism, 1880-1914 book since this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

Judy Finley:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is An Empire Divided: Religion, Republicanism, and the Making of French
Colonialism, 1880-1914 this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's
why this book acceptable all of you.

Ronna Rutledge:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That An Empire Divided: Religion, Republicanism, and the
Making of French Colonialism, 1880-1914 can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this
one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be



one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have
An Empire Divided: Religion, Republicanism, and the Making of French Colonialism, 1880-1914.
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