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The first complete, in-depth study of the origins of division in extreme and mean ratio (DEMR)-"the Golden
Number"-this text charts every aspect of this important mathematical concept's historic development, from
its first unequivocal appearance in Euclid's Elements through the 18th century.
Readers will find a detailed analysis of the role of DEMR in the Elements and of its historical implications.
This is followed by a discussion of other mathematical topics and of proposals by modern commentators
concerning the relationship of these concepts to DEMR. Following chapters discuss the Pythagoreans,
examples of the pentagram before 400 H.C., and the writings of pre-Euclidean mathematicians. The author
then presents his own controversial views on the genesis, early development and chronology of DEMR. The
second half of the book traces DEMR's post-Euclidean development through the later Greek period, the
Arabic world, India, and into Europe. The coherent but rigorous presentation places mathematicians' work
within the context of their time and dearly explains the historical transmission of their results. Numerous
figures help clarify the discussions, a helpful guide explains abbreviations and symbols, and a detailed
appendix defines terminology for DEMR through the ages.
This work will be of interest not only to mathematicians but also to classicists, archaeologists, historians of
science and anyone interested in the transmission of mathematical ideas. Preface to the Dover Edition.
Foreword. A Guide for Readers. Introduction. Appendixes. Corrections and Additions. Bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Kline:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve A Mathematical History of the Golden Number
(Dover Books on Mathematics) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suited book with you?

John Casale:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this A Mathematical History of the Golden Number (Dover Books on Mathematics),
you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a publication.

Gordon Rollins:

Typically the book A Mathematical History of the Golden Number (Dover Books on Mathematics) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Marcella Cook:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled A
Mathematical History of the Golden Number (Dover Books on Mathematics) your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The A Mathematical History of the Golden Number (Dover
Books on Mathematics) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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