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The Russian revolution of 1917 was a defining event of the twentieth century, and its achievements and
failures remain controversial in the twenty-first. This book focuses on the retreat from the revolution’s aims
in 1920–24, after the civil war and at the start of the New Economic Policy – and specifically, on the
turbulent relationship between the working class and the Communist Party in those years.  It is based on
extensive original research of the actions and reactions of the party leadership and ranks, of dissidents and
members of other parties, and of trade union activists and ordinary factory workers. It discusses working-
class collective action before, during and after the crisis of 1921, when the Bolsheviks were confronted by
the revolt at the Kronshtadt naval base and other protest movements.

This book argues that the working class was politically expropriated by the Bolshevik party, as democratic
bodies such as soviets and factory committees were deprived of decision-making power; it examines how the
new Soviet ruling class began to take shape. It shows how some worker activists concluded that the
principles of 1917 had been betrayed, while others accepted a social contract, under which workers were
assured of improvements in living standards in exchange for increased labour discipline and productivity,
and a surrender of political power to the party.  
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

The book The Russian Revolution in Retreat, 1920-24: Soviet Workers and the New Communist Elite
(BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East European Studies) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
The Russian Revolution in Retreat, 1920-24: Soviet Workers and the New Communist Elite
(BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East European Studies)? A number of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book The Russian Revolution in Retreat, 1920-24: Soviet Workers and the New
Communist Elite (BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East European Studies) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Cunningham:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Russian Revolution in
Retreat, 1920-24: Soviet Workers and the New Communist Elite (BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and
East European Studies) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Bobbi Brunner:

The particular book The Russian Revolution in Retreat, 1920-24: Soviet Workers and the New Communist
Elite (BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East European Studies) will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Russian Revolution in Retreat, 1920-24:
Soviet Workers and the New Communist Elite (BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East European
Studies) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

Santiago Johnson:

The Russian Revolution in Retreat, 1920-24: Soviet Workers and the New Communist Elite
(BASEES/Routledge Series on Russian and East European Studies) can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will



increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The
Russian Revolution in Retreat, 1920-24: Soviet Workers and the New Communist Elite (BASEES/Routledge
Series on Russian and East European Studies) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.
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