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Baron Roman Fedorovich von Ungern-Sternberg (1885–1921) was a Baltic German aristocrat and tsarist
military officer who fought against the Bolsheviks in Eastern Siberia during the Russian Civil War. From
there he established himself as the de facto warlord of Outer Mongolia, the base for a fantastical plan to
restore the Russian and Chinese empires, which then ended with his capture and execution by the Red Army
as the war drew to a close.

In The Baron's Cloak, Willard Sunderland tells the epic story of the Russian Empire's final decades through
the arc of the Baron's life, which spanned the vast reaches of Eurasia. Tracking Ungern's movements, he
transits through the Empire's multinational borderlands, where the country bumped up against three other
doomed empires, the Habsburg, Ottoman, and Qing, and where the violence unleashed by war, revolution,
and imperial collapse was particularly vicious. In compulsively readable prose that draws on wide-ranging
research in multiple languages, Sunderland recreates Ungern’s far-flung life and uses it to tell a compelling
and original tale of imperial success and failure in a momentous time.

Sunderland visited the many sites that shaped Ungern’s experience, from Austria and Estonia to Mongolia
and China, and these travels help give the book its arresting geographical feel. In the early chapters, where
direct evidence of Ungern’s activities is sparse, he evokes peoples and places as Ungern would have
experienced them, carefully tracing the accumulation of influences that ultimately came together to propel
the better documented, more notorious phase of his career

Recurring throughout Sunderland’s magisterial account is a specific artifact: the Baron’s cloak, an essential
part of the cross-cultural uniform Ungern chose for himself by the time of his Mongolian campaign: an
orangey-gold Mongolian kaftan embroidered in the Khalkha fashion yet outfitted with tsarist-style epaulettes
on the shoulders. Like his cloak, Ungern was an imperial product. He lived across the Russian Empire,
combined its contrasting cultures, fought its wars, and was molded by its greatest institutions and most
volatile frontiers. By the time of his trial and execution mere months before the decree that created the
USSR, he had become a profoundly contradictory figure, reflecting both the empire’s potential as a
multinational society and its ultimately irresolvable limitations.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Trammell:

The book The Baron's Cloak: A History of the Russian Empire in War and Revolution gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Baron's Cloak: A History of the Russian Empire in War and Revolution for being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few
or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Baron's Cloak: A
History of the Russian Empire in War and Revolution. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Dorothy Jaramillo:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Baron's Cloak: A History of the Russian Empire in War and
Revolution book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer of The Baron's Cloak: A History of the Russian Empire in War and Revolution
content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Baron's Cloak: A History of the
Russian Empire in War and Revolution is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Gayle Anderson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading
a guide. The book The Baron's Cloak: A History of the Russian Empire in War and Revolution it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Robert Shaw:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Baron's Cloak: A History of the Russian Empire in War and



Revolution why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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