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The history of life on Earth is dominated by extinction events so numerous that over 99.9% of the species
ever to have existed are gone forever. If animals could talk, we would ask them to recall their own ancestries,
in particular the secrets as to how they avoided almost inevitable annihilation in the face of daily assaults by
predators, climactic cataclysms, deadly infections and innate diseases.

In Tears of the Cheetah, medical geneticist and conservationist Stephen J. O'Brien narrates fast-moving
science adventure stories that explore the mysteries of survival among the earth's most endangered and
beloved wildlife. Here we uncover the secret histories of exotic species such as Indonesian orangutans,
humpback whales, and the imperiled cheetah-the world's fastest animal which nonetheless cannot escape its
own genetic weaknesses.

Among these genetic detective stories we also discover how the Serengeti lions have lived with FIV (the
feline version of HIV), where giant pandas really come from, how bold genetic action pulled the Florida
panther from the edge of extinction, how the survivors of the medieval Black Death passed on a genetic gift
to their descendents, and how mapping the genome of the domestic cat solved a murder case in Canada.

With each riveting account of animal resilience and adaptation, a remarkable parallel in human medicine is
drawn, adding yet another rationale for species conservation-mining their genomes for cures to our own fatal
diseases. Tears of the Cheetah offers a fascinating glimpse of the insight gained when geneticists venutre
into the wild.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

The book Tears of the Cheetah: And Other Tales from the Genetic Frontier can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Tears of the
Cheetah: And Other Tales from the Genetic Frontier? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Tears of the Cheetah: And Other Tales from the Genetic Frontier has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Akins:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Tears of the Cheetah: And Other Tales from the Genetic Frontier, you may tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Jonathan Leake:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tears of the Cheetah: And Other Tales
from the Genetic Frontier can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Allen Yopp:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Tears of the Cheetah: And Other
Tales from the Genetic Frontier to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book
and study it. Beside that the publication Tears of the Cheetah: And Other Tales from the Genetic Frontier can
to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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