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Opening the Doors is a wide-ranging account of the University of Alabama’s 1956 and 1963 desegregation
attempts, as well as the little-known story of Tuscaloosa, Alabama’s, own civil rights movement.

Whereas E. Culpepper Clark’s The Schoolhouse Door remains the standard history of the University of
Alabama’s desegregation, in Opening the Doors B. J. Hollars focuses on Tuscaloosa’s purposeful divide
between “town” and “gown,” providing a new contextual framework for this landmark period in civil rights
history. 

The image of George Wallace’s stand in the schoolhouse door has long burned in American consciousness;
however, just as interesting are the circumstances that led him there in the first place, a process that proved
successful due to the concerted efforts of dedicated student leaders, a progressive university president, a
steadfast administration, and secret negotiations between the U.S. Justice Department, the White House, and
Alabama’s stubborn governor.

In the months directly following Governor Wallace’s infamous stand, Tuscaloosa became home to a leader
of a very different kind: twenty-eight-year-old African American reverend T. Y. Rogers, an up-and-comer in
the civil rights movement, as well as the protégé of Martin Luther King Jr. After taking a post at
Tuscaloosa’s First African Baptist Church, Rogers began laying the groundwork for the city’s own civil
rights movement. In the summer of 1964, the struggle for equality in Tuscaloosa resulted in the integration of
the city’s public facilities, a march on the county courthouse, a bloody battle between police and protesters,
confrontations with the Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, a bus boycott, and the near-accidental-lynching
of movie star Jack Palance. 

Relying heavily on new firsthand accounts and personal interviews, newspapers, previously classified
documents, and archival research, Hollars’s in-depth reporting reveals the courage and conviction of a town,
its university, and the people who call it home.
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From reader reviews:

Bethany Hall:

Here thing why that Opening the Doors: The Desegregation of the University of Alabama and the Fight for
Civil Rights in Tuscaloosa are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Opening the
Doors: The Desegregation of the University of Alabama and the Fight for Civil Rights in Tuscaloosa giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar
with Opening the Doors: The Desegregation of the University of Alabama and the Fight for Civil Rights in
Tuscaloosa. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Opening the Doors: The Desegregation of the University of Alabama and the Fight for
Civil Rights in Tuscaloosa in e-book can be your alternate.

George Lehman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the publication untitled Opening the Doors: The Desegregation of the University
of Alabama and the Fight for Civil Rights in Tuscaloosa can be excellent book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Christina Lazarus:

The actual book Opening the Doors: The Desegregation of the University of Alabama and the Fight for Civil
Rights in Tuscaloosa has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book.
That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Mabel Maddux:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Opening the Doors: The Desegregation of the University of Alabama and the Fight for Civil Rights in



Tuscaloosa will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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