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At Work in the Field of Birth is an ethnographic study of midwifery in Canada in the wake of its historic
transition from the margins as a grassroots social movement devoted to low-tech, woman-centered care to a
regulated profession within the public health care system. In January 1994, after decades of lobbying by
midwives and their supporters, the province of Ontario recognized midwifery as a profession for the first
time in more than a century.

Through stories about becoming and being a midwife and stories about receiving midwifery care, this book
describes how fundamental tenets of midwifery philosophy and practice--the meaning of tradition, natural
birth, and home birth, and the place of medical technology in midwifery--are being reworked by the practical
and ideological challenges of midwifery's new place within the formal health care system. MacDonald
presents contemporary midwifery as a complex cultural system in which "nature" and "tradition" emerge as
dynamic rather than esssentialized social categories of meaning and experience.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Coolidge:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve At Work in the Field of Birth:
Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or acceptable book with you?

David Swanson:

The event that you get from At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and
Home is the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but At Work in the Field of Birth:
Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this specific At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition,
and Home instantly.

Nancy Thornton:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like At Work in the Field of Birth:
Midwifery Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.

William Bell:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery
Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve At Work in the Field of Birth: Midwifery
Narratives of Nature, Tradition, and Home can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and



confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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