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This is an abridged version of my book, The Genealogy of Webster’s Dictionaries, which is written in
Japanese and thus difficult to access for non-Japanese speakers. Although the present volume is abridged,
omitting some explanations of individual Webster’s dictionaries, the lexicographical information is the same.
I describe each of the approximately eighty Webster’s dictionaries, which have made substantial
contributions to the cultivation of the American mind for two centuries. Noah Webster published his first
small dictionary in 1806 and his unabridged dictionary in 1828. Since then, a great variety of Webster’s
dictionaries including abridged and international editions have been issued and widely used by Americans.
Two main groups of the dictionaries can be identified and traced within the genealogy of Webster’s
dictionaries, hereafter referred to as “Websters.” The first group includes dictionaries entitled An American
Dictionary of the English Language, which can be subcategorized into unabridged and abridged versions.
Here I refer to this group as the A group of Websters. These dictionaries, particularly the unabridged
versions, are the primary publications and led to the international Websters. The other group is categorized
as D. These have the title A Dictionary of the English Language and are mostly desk or pocket dictionaries
compiled on the basis of the A group Websters. In this book, I provide a comprehensive list of Websters.
Beyond a simple list, however, I also examine the genealogy of the dictionaries, a far more complex matter
not easily grasped in a single view. For example, as many as eighty Websters have been published,
establishing a tradition of Webster’s dictionaries in the United States. This book has two purposes. The first
is to trace the chronological history of Webster’s dictionaries, including not only the unabridged but also the
abridged and small-sized versions, constituting the great tradition of Websterian dictionaries. The second
purpose is to classify the dictionaries systematically for researchers studying the archaeological lexicography
of American dictionaries. Each entry contains the following lexicographical information on the dictionary: •
main title with publication date, • name(s) of compiler(s) or author(s), • title printed on the spine (‘Spine
Title’ in this catalog), • total number of pages, • size of the volume, • bookbinding, • page layout, whether
double or triple column in a page, • total number of entry words, • pictorial illustrations and plates, • portrait
of Webster, • description of title page, • location of publication and name of publisher, • macrostructure of
front section, main body of the dictionary and appendices, and • copyright date, registration and edition(s).
From Foreword by Author
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From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

The particular book A Comprehensive Catalog of Webster's Dictionaries will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book A Comprehensive Catalog of Webster's
Dictionaries is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Tonya Hooper:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this A Comprehensive Catalog of Webster's
Dictionaries publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt A Comprehensive Catalog of
Webster's Dictionaries as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Francisca Varney:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Comprehensive Catalog of Webster's
Dictionaries was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Comprehensive
Catalog of Webster's Dictionaries has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Geraldine Carlson:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the book A Comprehensive Catalog of Webster's Dictionaries to
make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It
is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the book A
Comprehensive Catalog of Webster's Dictionaries can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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