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 The captivating story of the titans, engineers, and pilots who raced to design a safe and lucrative
passenger jet.

In Jet Age, journalist Sam Howe Verhovek explores the advent of the first generation of jet airliners and the
people who designed, built, and flew them. The path to jet travel was triumphal and amazingly rapid-less
than fifty years after the Wright Brothers' first flight at Kitty Hawk, Great Britain led the world with the first
commercial jet plane service. Yet the pioneering British Comet was cursed with a tragic, mysterious flaw,
and an upstart Seattle company put a new competitor in the sky: the Boeing 707 Jet Stratoliner. Jet Age
vividly recreates the race between two nations, two global airlines, and two rival teams of brilliant engineers
for bragging rights to the first jet service across the Atlantic Ocean in 1958.

At the center of this story are great minds and courageous souls, including Sir Geoffrey de Havilland, who
spearheaded the development of the Comet, even as two of his sons lost their lives flying earlier models of
his aircraft; Sir Arnold Hall, the brilliant British aerodynamicist tasked with uncovering the Comet's fatal
flaw; Bill Allen, Boeing's deceptively mild-mannered president; and Alvin "Tex" Johnston, Boeing's
swashbuckling but supremely skilled test pilot. The extraordinary airplanes themselves emerge as characters
in the drama. As the Comet and the Boeing 707 go head-to-head, flying twice as fast and high as the
propeller planes that preceded them, the book captures the electrifying spirit of an era: the Jet Age.

In the spirit of Stephen Ambrose's Nothing Like It in the World, Verhovek's Jet Age offers a gorgeous
rendering of an exciting age and fascinating technology that permanently changed our conception of distance
and time, of a triumph of engineering and design, and of a company that took a huge gamble and won.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the
World. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Jessica Peacock:

This Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World can bring any time you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Debra Sims:

This Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to
Shrink the World can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Casey Timmons:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about



the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World.
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