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The European Union (E.U.), along with the Council of Europe, NATO, and the Office of Security and
Cooperation in Europe are regional organizations which, despite their different missions, all are designed to
support democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. The E.U. has required that all of its candidate
countries for potential and actual membership adhere to these three criteria, along with free market practices,
since its 1993 Copenhagen, inter-governmental summit. In this book, experts have contributed chapters on
the European record of induced improvements in a variety of countries.

Current scholarship has debated whether the rational incentives of accession to membership (conditionality
theory); the normative power of European identity (socialization theory); or international legal processes
(institutional theory) have explained what some claim are significant improvements. Other scholars demur,
arguing that the improvements have been superficial or ephemeral, or conversely, that real improvement
would have occurred anyway. Still others argue that real improvements are reversible, especially after E.U.
membership is attained and regimes revert to former or new ways that erode democratization. The E.U. and
its peer institutions, they suggest, are not heavy anchors to democracy in periods of economic distress, rising
nationalism and extremism. Yet others argue that out of these challenges, the E.U. has saved the Euro, built
even stronger institutions, and remains a beacon of desired ideals and membership among countries that
conceivably could graduate from its partner organizations and eventually join the E.U. as well.

Each chapter assesses what difference the E.U. and other regional organizations have made in the record of a
particular country. These country chapters include those: that were candidate countries and became member
states (Romania and Bulgaria in 2007 and Croatia in 2013); those that are now officially candidate countries
(Iceland, Macedonia, and since 2014, Serbia); those have all signed stabilization agreements, which are
usually precursors of E.U. candidature (Montenegro, Bosnia, Albania, and since 2014, despite being
regarded as too large, the Ukraine, and too poor, Moldova); and finally, a new country (Kosovo), despite its
non-recognition by five E.U. member states, which nonetheless appears to be on the road to eventual E.U.
candidacy. This study is a highly nuanced picture of a varying European record fraught with conflicting
interests, but portraying a picture of outer Europe struggling to improve because it seeks membership in a
still powerful supranational organization.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone
to imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this European Institutions, Democratization, and Human Rights Protection in the
European Periphery, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Alan Johnson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled European
Institutions, Democratization, and Human Rights Protection in the European Periphery your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The European Institutions, Democratization, and Human
Rights Protection in the European Periphery giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Eva Burton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this European Institutions, Democratization,
and Human Rights Protection in the European Periphery reserve written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty European Institutions, Democratization, and Human Rights Protection in the European Periphery
as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

William Reynolds:

Beside this specific European Institutions, Democratization, and Human Rights Protection in the European
Periphery in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel



like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have European Institutions,
Democratization, and Human Rights Protection in the European Periphery because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
in addition to read it from right now!
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