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The untold story of the slaying of a Southern town’s ex-slaves and a white lawyer’s historic battle to bring
the perpretators to justice
 
Following the Civil War, Colfax, Louisiana, was a town, like many, where African Americans and whites
mingled uneasily. But on April 13, 1873, a small army of white ex–Confederate soldiers, enraged after
attempts by freedmen to assert their new rights, killed more than sixty African Americans who had occupied
a courthouse. With skill and tenacity, The Washington Post’s Charles Lane transforms this nearly forgotten
incident into a riveting historical saga.
 
Seeking justice for the slain, one brave U.S. attorney, James Beckwith, risked his life and career to
investigate and punish the perpetrators—but they all went free. What followed was a series of courtroom
dramas that culminated at the Supreme Court, where the justices’ verdict compromised the victories of the
Civil War and left Southern blacks at the mercy of violent whites for generations. The Day Freedom Died is
an electrifying piece of historical detective work that captures a gallery of characters from presidents to
townspeople, and re-creates the bloody days of Reconstruction, when the often brutal struggle for equality
moved from the battlefield into communities across the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Day Freedom Died: The Colfax Massacre, the Supreme
Court, and the Betrayal of Reconstruction. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important the book The Day Freedom Died: The Colfax Massacre, the
Supreme Court, and the Betrayal of Reconstruction. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lee Parkin:

This The Day Freedom Died: The Colfax Massacre, the Supreme Court, and the Betrayal of Reconstruction
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Day Freedom Died: The Colfax
Massacre, the Supreme Court, and the Betrayal of Reconstruction without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Day Freedom Died: The
Colfax Massacre, the Supreme Court, and the Betrayal of Reconstruction can bring whenever you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
cell phone. This The Day Freedom Died: The Colfax Massacre, the Supreme Court, and the Betrayal of
Reconstruction having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Arnulfo Walls:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book The Day Freedom Died: The Colfax Massacre, the Supreme Court, and the
Betrayal of Reconstruction was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Audra Yoder:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book The Day Freedom
Died: The Colfax Massacre, the Supreme Court, and the Betrayal of Reconstruction. Contain your



knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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