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In the mold of his acclaimed History of Beauty, renowned cultural critic Umberto Eco’s On Ugliness is an
exploration of the monstrous and the repellant in visual culture and the arts. What is the voyeuristic impulse
behind our attraction to the gruesome and the horrible? Where does the magnetic appeal of the sordid and the
scandalous come from? Is ugliness also in the eye of the beholder? Eco’s encyclopedic knowledge and
captivating storytelling skills combine in this ingenious study of the Ugly, revealing that what we often
shield ourselves from and shun in everyday life is what we’re most attracted to subliminally. Topics range
from Milton’s Satan to Goethe’s Mephistopheles; from witchcraft and medieval torture tactics to martyrs,
hermits, and penitents; from lunar births and disemboweled corpses to mythic monsters and sideshow freaks;
and from Decadentism and picturesque ugliness to the tacky, kitsch, and camp, and the aesthetics of excess
and vice. With abundant examples of painting and sculpture ranging from ancient Greek amphorae to Bosch,
Brueghel, and Goya among others, and with quotations from the most celebrated writers and philosophers of
each age, this provocative discussion explores in-depth the concepts of evil, depravity, and darkness in art
and literature.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Bergeron:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular On Ugliness is kind of guide which is giving
the reader erratic experience.

Daniel Slater:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking
at a book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like On Ugliness which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Esther Cunningham:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and On Ugliness or maybe others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to
add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes On Ugliness to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Marian Buell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
On Ugliness. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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