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What does it mean to be in the presence of God??'s holiness? How can it affect us whether we seek it out or
stumble upon it? Can it truly change our very reality to encounter it? The essayists in this volume explore
these questions at the heart of Christian worship, considering the oft-neglected Old Testament as essential to
understand our purpose in worship. Following the structure of the Hebrew canon ? beginning with the
Pentateuch, moving through to the Psalms, then wisdom literature ? each chapter considers a separate aspect
of worship, from theater to the Sabbath to sacred space, offering new inspiration. In the final essay Carol
Bechtel ???rereads the book of Job through the lens of our human limitations (as opposed to the usual theme
of theodicy), ??? with compelling applications for both life and worship. Each of these essays concludes with
two appropriately themed hymns and a ???For Further Reading??? list. Five of the seven contain sidebars
that illustrate and enrich key points. Evocative woodcut artwork by Margaret Adams Parker provides a
striking backdrop to the text. Taken together, these essays testify powerfully to the belief that the Old
Testament is not only valuable but also essential to ???whole??? and fully foundational preaching and
worship. Written primarily by Old Testament professors, Touching the Altar will make an engaging
supplemental text for introductory or elective Old Testament courses and will also go far toward providing
deeper worship for any Christian. Contributors: Carol M. BechtelThomas BoogaartCorrine L. CarvalhoEllen
F. DavisJ. Clinton McCann Jr.Dennis T. OlsonMargaret Adams ParkerJohn D. Witvliet
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Keeler:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll, shopping,
or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Touching the Altar: The Old
Testament for Christian Worship (Calvin Institute of Christian Worship Liturgical Studies)? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Marie Clemmer:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Touching the Altar: The
Old Testament for Christian Worship (Calvin Institute of Christian Worship Liturgical Studies).

Esther Tackett:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Touching the Altar: The Old Testament for Christian
Worship (Calvin Institute of Christian Worship Liturgical Studies) why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Tanya McNeil:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Touching the Altar: The Old Testament for Christian Worship (Calvin Institute of Christian Worship
Liturgical Studies) when you needed it?
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