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“Without self-absorption, Tall traces the self’s emergence in a place which she recognized from the start as
her testing place.”—Seamus Heaney
 
“In the literature of place, Deborah Tall’s book stands out for its delicacy, range of learning, and refreshing
frankness.”—Phillip Lopate
 
In her third book of nonfiction, Deborah Tall explores the genealogy of the missing. Haunted by her
orphaned father’s abandonment by his extended family, his secretive, walled-off trauma and absent history,
she sets off in pursuit of the family he claims not to have. From the dutiful happiness of Levittown in the
1950s to a stricken former shtetl in Ukraine, we follow Tall’s journey through evasions and lies. Reflecting
on family secrecy, postwar American culture, and the urge for roots, Tall’s search uncovers not just a
missing family but an understanding of the part family and history play in identity. A Family of Strangers is
Tall’s life’s work, told in such exacting, elegant language that the suppressed past vividly asserts its place in
the present.

Deborah Tall is the author of four books of poems, most recently Summons, published by Sarabande Books
after Charles Simic chose it for the Kathryn A. Morton Poetry Prize. She has also published two previous
two books of nonfiction, The Island of the White Cow: Memories of an Irish Island and From Where We
Stand: Recovering a Sense of Place, and co-edited the anthology The Poet's Notebook with Stephen Kuusisto
and David Weiss. Tall has taught writing and literature at Hobart and William Smith Colleges and edited its
literary journal, Seneca Review, since 1982. She lives in Ithaca, New York, with her husband David Weiss
and their two daughters.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Minor:

The book A Family of Strangers can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a good thing like a book A Family of Strangers? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A Family of Strangers has simple shape but you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a publication. So
it is very wonderful.

Edgar Hightower:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book A Family of Strangers seemed to be making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book A Family of Strangers is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book A Family of Strangers. You never really
feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jeffrey Lambert:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Family of Strangers which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Kaye Hensley:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A Family of Strangers can make you experience more interested to read.
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