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Stephen Van Evera greeted new graduate students at MIT with a commonsense introduction to qualitative
methods in the social sciences. His helpful hints, always warmly received, grew from a handful of memos to
an underground classic primer. That primer evolved into a book of how-to information about graduate study,
which is essential reading for graduate students and undergraduates in political science, sociology,
anthropology, economics, and history - and for their advisers.

-How should we frame, assess, and apply theories in the social sciences? "I am unpersuaded by the view that
the prime rules of scientific method should differ between hard science and social science. Science is
science."

-A section on case studies shows novices the ropes.

-Van Evera contends the realm of dissertations is often defined too narrowly "Making and testing theories
are not the only games in town. . . . If everyone makes and tests theories but no one ever uses them, then
what are they for?"

-In "Helpful Hints on Writing a Political Science Ph.D. Dissertation," Van Evera focuses on presentation,
and on broader issues of academic strategy and tactics.

-Van Evera asks how political scientists should work together as a community. "All institutions and
professions that face weak accountability need inner ethical rudders that define their obligations in order to
stay on course."
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Morrison:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science: Property, Proof, and Dispute
in Catalonia Around the Year 1000.

Hollie Hoffman:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Guide to Methods for Students of
Political Science: Property, Proof, and Dispute in Catalonia Around the Year 1000 will make you to become
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

John Guenther:

The actual book Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science: Property, Proof, and Dispute in
Catalonia Around the Year 1000 will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book
very suitable to you. The book Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science: Property, Proof, and
Dispute in Catalonia Around the Year 1000 is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Maria Simmons:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science:
Property, Proof, and Dispute in Catalonia Around the Year 1000 can be very good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.
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