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"I'm not a businessman-I'm a business, man."
--Jay-Z

Some people think Jay-Z is just another rapper. Others see him as just another celebrity/mega-star. The
reality is, no matter what you think Jay-Z is, he first and foremost a business. And as much as Martha
Stewart or Oprah, he has turned himself into a lifestyle.

You can wake up to the local radio station playing Jay-Z's latest hit, spritz yourself with his 9IX cologne, slip
on a pair of his Rocawear jeans, lace up your Reebok S. Carter sneakers, catch a Nets basketball game in the
afternoon, and grab dinner at The Spotted Pig before heading to an evening performance of the Jay-Z-backed
Broadway musical Fela! and a nightcap at his 40/40 Club. He'll profit at every turn of your day.

But despite Jay-Z's success, there are still many Americans whose impressions of him are foggy, outdated, or
downright incorrect. Surprisingly to many, he honed his business philosophy not at a fancy B school, but on
the streets of Brooklyn, New York and beyond as a drug dealer in the 1980s.

Empire State of Mind tells the story behind Jay-Z's rise to the top as told by the people who lived it with him-
from classmates at Brooklyn's George Westinghouse High School; to the childhood friend who got him into
the drug trade; to the DJ who convinced him to stop dealing and focus on music. This book explains just how
Jay-Z propelled himself from the bleak streets of Brooklyn to the heights of the business world.

Zack O'Malley Greenburg draws on his one-on-one interviews with hip-hop luminaries such as DJ Clark
Kent, Questlove of The Roots, Damon Dash, Fred "Fab 5 Freddy" Brathwaite, MC Serch; NBA stars Jamal
Crawford and Sebastian Telfair; and recording industry executives including Craig Kallman, CEO of
Atlantic Records.
He also includes new information on Jay-Z's various business dealings, such as:

*The feature movie about Jay-Z and his first basketball team that was filmed by Fab 5 Freddy in 2003 but
never released.
*The Jay-Z branded Jeep that was scrapped just before going into production.
*The real story behind his association with Armand de Brignac champagne.
*The financial ramifications of his marriage to Beyonce.

Jay-Z's tale is compelling not just because of his celebrity, but because it embodies the rags-to-riches
American dream and is a model for any entrepreneur looking to build a commercial empire.
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From reader reviews:

Lana Spalding:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Empire State of Mind: How Jay-Z Went from Street Corner to Corner Office
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer regarding Empire State of Mind: How Jay-Z Went from Street Corner to Corner Office
content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Empire State of Mind:
How Jay-Z Went from Street Corner to Corner Office is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

William Rice:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Empire State of Mind:
How Jay-Z Went from Street Corner to Corner Office, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Emma Berkey:

Beside this particular Empire State of Mind: How Jay-Z Went from Street Corner to Corner Office in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Empire State of Mind: How Jay-Z Went from Street Corner to Corner
Office because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Cindy Coleman:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Empire State of Mind: How Jay-Z Went
from Street Corner to Corner Office can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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