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Winner of the 2014 National Outdoor Book Awards for History/Biography

Emma Gatewood told her family she was going on a walk and left her small Ohio hometown with a change
of clothes and less than two hundred dollars. The next anybody heard from her, this genteel, farm-reared, 67-
year-old great-grandmother had walked 800 miles along the 2,050-mile Appalachian Trail. And in
September 1955, having survived a rattlesnake strike, two hurricanes, and a run-in with gangsters from
Harlem, she stood atop Maine’s Mount Katahdin. There she sang the first verse of “America, the Beautiful”
and proclaimed, “I said I’ll do it, and I’ve done it.”

Grandma Gatewood, as the reporters called her, became the first woman to hike the entire Appalachian Trail
alone, as well as the first person—man or woman—to walk it twice and three times. Gatewood became a
hiking celebrity and appeared on TV and in the pages of Sports Illustrated. The public attention she brought
to the little-known footpath was unprecedented. Her vocal criticism of the lousy, difficult stretches led to
bolstered maintenance, and very likely saved the trail from extinction.

Author Ben Montgomery was given unprecedented access to Gatewood’s own diaries, trail journals, and
correspondence, and interviewed surviving family members and those she met along her hike, all to answer
the question so many asked: Why did she do it? The story of Grandma Gatewood will inspire readers of all
ages by illustrating the full power of human spirit and determination. Even those who know of Gatewood
don’t know the full story—a story of triumph from pain, rebellion from brutality, hope from suffering.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Jackson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book Grandma Gatewood's Walk: The Inspiring Story of the
Woman Who Saved the Appalachian Trail was making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Grandma Gatewood's Walk: The
Inspiring Story of the Woman Who Saved the Appalachian Trail is not only giving you much more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Grandma Gatewood's Walk: The
Inspiring Story of the Woman Who Saved the Appalachian Trail. You never really feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Edward Shaw:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Grandma Gatewood's Walk: The Inspiring Story of the Woman Who Saved the Appalachian
Trail, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

You can find this Grandma Gatewood's Walk: The Inspiring Story of the Woman Who Saved the
Appalachian Trail by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Lynn Lambert:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see



colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Grandma Gatewood's Walk: The Inspiring Story of the Woman Who Saved
the Appalachian Trail can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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