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Burkert, Girard, and Smith hold important and contradictory theories about the nature and origin of ritual
sacrifice, and the role violence plays in religion and culture. These papers and conversations derive from a
conference that pursued the possibility and utility of a general theory of religion and culture, especially one
based on violence. The special value of this volume is the conversations as such—the real record of working
scholars engaged with one another's theories, as they make and meet challenges, and move and maneuver.

Girard and Burkert present different versions of the same conviction: that a single theory can account for
ritual and its social function, a theory that posits original acts of group violence. Smith sharply questions
both the possibility and the utility of such a general theory. Among the highlights of this stimulating
interchange of ideas is a searching criticism of Girard's theory of generative scapegoating, which he answers
with clarity and conviction, and a challenging of Burkert's theory of the origin of sacrifice in the hunt by
Smith's argument, posed as a jeu d'esprit, that sacrifice originates with the domestication of animals.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Brodersen:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Violent Origins: Walter Burkert, René
Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural Formation will make you to be smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading
any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Amy Sims:

This book untitled Violent Origins: Walter Burkert, René Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing
and Cultural Formation to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this book from your list.

Margaret Hall:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Violent Origins: Walter Burkert,
René Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural Formation is simple to bring you can read
it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Johnson:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Violent Origins: Walter Burkert, René Girard, and
Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural Formation to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the book Violent Origins: Walter
Burkert, René Girard, and Jonathan Z. Smith on Ritual Killing and Cultural Formation can to be your brand-
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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