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From Pulitzer Prize–winning American historian Joseph J. Ellis, the unexpected story of why the thirteen
colonies, having just fought off the imposition of a distant centralized governing power, would decide to
subordinate themselves anew.

We all know the famous opening phrase of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address: “Four score and seven years ago
our fathers brought forth on this Continent a new Nation.” The truth is different. In 1776, thirteen American
colonies declared themselves independent states that only temporarily joined forces in order to defeat the
British. Once victorious, they planned to go their separate ways. The triumph of the American Revolution
was neither an ideological nor a political guarantee that the colonies would relinquish their independence and
accept the creation of a federal government with power over their autonomy as states.

The Quartet is the story of this second American founding and of the men most responsible—George
Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison. These men, with the help of Robert Morris
and Gouverneur Morris, shaped the contours of American history by diagnosing the systemic dysfunctions
created by the Articles of Confederation, manipulating the political process to force the calling of the
Constitutional Convention, conspiring to set the agenda in Philadelphia, orchestrating the debate in the state
ratifying conventions, and, finally, drafting the Bill of Rights to assure state compliance with the
constitutional settlement.

Ellis has given us a gripping and dramatic portrait of one of the most crucial and misconstrued periods in
American history: the years between the end of the Revolution and the formation of the federal government.
The Quartet unmasks a myth, and in its place presents an even more compelling truth—one that lies at the
heart of understanding the creation of the United States of America.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Sanchez:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Quartet: Orchestrating the
Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Charlene Martinez:

This The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 tend to be reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second
American Revolution, 1783-1789 can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lisa Shumaker:

The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Quartet:
Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 however doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Angela Latham:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American
Revolution, 1783-1789 can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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