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Take areveaing look at gay sex and gay history—and the man who helped kick-start gay activism in today’s
society

The Mattachine is the origin of the contemporary American gay movement. One of the magjor playersin this
movement was Hal Call, America sfirst openly gay journalist and the man most responsible for the end of
government censorship of frontal male nude photography through the mail. Behind the Mask of the
Mattachine: The Early Movement for Homosexual Emancipation, the Hal Call Chronicles travels back to the
times before Stonewall and its aftermath, to the beginnings of the modern homosexual movement and the
lesser-known individuals who started it. This stunning chronicle boldly goes beyond the standard
whitewashed/desexualized history usually provided by other gay historians, to give the unexpurgated—and
sexually charged—history of the activists who organized homosexual's, using the biography of the
controversial Hal Call as its springboard.

Behind the Mask of the Mattachine provides arevealing illustration of gay life and gay sex in the past
through an intergenerational history of the early gay men’s movement. Noted author James T. Sears
generously weaves oral history, seldom seen historical documents, and rare photographs to provide arich
behind-the-scenes look at the first wave of Mattachine activists and the emerging gay pornography industry.
This historical chronicle of apreviously neglected erais packed with details of Call’s personal struggles, his
celebration of the phallus, and his assertion linking homophobia and heteronormativity to our culture’ s sex-
negative tradition. The reader is transported to the sexual underworld of youthful hustlers, porno kingpins,
spurned lovers, sex clubs, cruising grounds, secretive societies, and personal in-fighting over the direction of
gay activism. This enthralling narrative isimpeccably referenced.

Behind the Mask of the M attachine examines:

- the origins of the Mattachine Society

- the Mattachine Foundation of Harry Hay and others of the “Fifth Order”

- the Weimar Republic in Germany—the roots of the modern homosexual movement

- networking of homosexuals through correspondence clubs and speakeasies in Depression-era America
- the intense rivalries between San Francisco and New Y ork City Mattachine groups

- censorship of books, magazines, and films

- much more!

The book explores the lives of three generations of pre-Stonewall gay activists:
- Magnus Hirschfeld and Benedikt Friedlander
- Henry Gerber and Manual boyFrank
- Harry Hay and Hal Call

Behind the Mask of the Mattachine is not only candid about gay sex and itsimpact on society but also puts a
needed spotlight on atimein lesser-known gay history. Thisisimportant, illuminating reading for historians



and gay persons interested in the undeniably sexually charged history of the early gay men’s movement.
Take alook at these other James T. Sears books on LGBT issues:

Growing Up Gay in the South

online at http://www.haworthpress.com/store/product.asp?sku=0502

and

Gay, Leshian, and Transgender Issues in Education

online at http://mww.haworthpress.com/store/product.asp?sku=5180
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From reader reviews:
Irene Gwyn:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly aways change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Behind the Mask of the Mattachine:
The Hal Call Chronicles and the Early Movement for Homosexual Emancipation is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Alan Fan:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Behind the Mask of the Mattachine:
The Hal Call Chronicles and the Early Movement for Homosexual Emancipation is simple bringing you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the
actual book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sharon Hite:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. With the book Behind the Mask of the Mattachine: The Hal Call Chronicles and the Early Movement
for Homosexual Emancipation we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To
become creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Behind the Mask of the Mattachine: The Hal
Call Chronicles and the Early Movement for Homosexual Emancipation. Y ou can more appealing than now.

Kevin Adams;

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Behind the Mask of the Mattachine: The Hal Call Chronicles and the Early Movement for
Homosexual Emancipation when you desired it?
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