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In the era after Suffrage, white middle-class housewives abandoned moves toward paid work for themselves,
embraced domestic life, and felt entitled to servants. In Domesticity and Dirt, Phyllis Palmer examines the
cultural norms that led such women to take on the ornamental and emotional elements of the job while
relegating the hard physical work and demeaning service tasks to servants—mainly women of color. Using
novels, films, magazine articles, home economics texts, and government-funded domestic training course
manuals, the author details cultural expectations about middle-class homelife.

Palmer describes how government-funded education programs encouraged the divisions of labor and identity
and undercut domestic workers’ organized efforts during the 1930s to win inclusion in New Deal programs
regulating labor conditions. Aided by less powerful black civil rights groups, without the assistance of trade
unions or women’s clubs, domestics failed to win legal protections and the legal authority and self-respect
these brought to covered workers. The author also reveals how middle- class women responded ambivalently
to the call to aid women workers when labor reforms threatened their domestic arrangements.

Throughout her study, Palmer questions why white middle-class women looked to new technology and
domestic help to deal with cultural demands upon "the perfect housewife" rather than expecting their
husbands to help. When the supply of servants declined during the 1950s, middle-class housewives were left
isolated with lots of housework. Although they rapidly followed their servants into paid work outside the
home, they remain responsible for housework and child care.

In the series Women in the Political Economy, edited by Ronnie J. Steinberg.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Woods:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Domesticity And Dirt:
Housewives and Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The Political Economy). All
type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Eileen Moore:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and
Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The Political Economy) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Belinda Smith:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and Domestic Servants in the United States,
1920-1945 (Women In The Political Economy) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and Domestic
Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The Political Economy) content conveys objective
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and Domestic
Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The Political Economy) is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Aaron Edgington:

This book untitled Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-
1945 (Women In The Political Economy) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book
in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this reserve from your list.
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