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Today, New York stands as the capital of American culture, business, and cosmopolitanism. Its size,
influence, and multicultural composition mark it as a corner-stone of our country. The rich and varied history
of early New York would seem to present a fertile topic for investigation to those interested colonial
America. Yet, there has never been a modern history of old New York--until this lively and detailed account
by Michael Kammen.
Gracefully written and comprehensive in scope, Colonial New York includes all of the political, social,
economic, cultural, and religious aspects of New York's formative centuries. Social and ethnic diversity have
always been characteristic of New York, and this was never so evident as in its early years. This period
provides the contemporary reader with a backward glance at what the United States would become in the
twentieth-century. Colonial New York stood as a precursor of American society and culture as a whole: a
broad model of the American experience we witness today.
Kammen's history is enlivened by a look at some of the larger-than-life personalities who had tremendous
impact on the many social and political adjustments necessary to the colony's continued growth. Here we
meet Peter Stuyvesant, director of New Netherland and an executive of the West India Company--a man
facing the innumerable difficulties of governing a large, sprawling colony divided by Dutch, English, and
Indian settlements. Ultimately, history would view him as a failure, but his strong, Calvinist approach left
such an indelible stamp on the burgeoning colony that readers will be tempted to do a little revisionist
thinking about his tenure. Looking at a later governor, Lord Cornbury, gives us the very opposite example of
a man despised by his contemporaries as the most venal of all the colonial governors (he was an occasional
public cross-dresser, wearing the clothes of his distant cousin, Queen Anne), but who forcefully guided the
colony through a transition to Anglican rule. The book culminates in chapters that investigate New York's
strategic role in the bloody French and Indian War, and the key part it played in the economic protests and
political conflict that finally led to American independence.
The intricate and tangled web of alliances, loyalties, and shifting political ground that underlies much of
colonial New York's past has clearly daunted many historians from taking on the task of writing an
understandable account. Michael Kammen has accepted this challenge and gives us much more than a mere
chronicle. Rather, he paints a compelling portrait of colonial life as it truly was. Although this important
book is thorough and informed by primary sources, Colonial New York's clear and vivid prose offers a
delightful narrative that will entertain both general readers and serious scholars alike. It pays special
attention to localities and contains numerous illustrations that are attentive to the decorative arts and the
material culture of early New York.
Surprising and enlightening, Colonial New York is a delight to read and provides new perspectives on our
nation's beginnings.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Bencomo:

The book Colonial New York: A history (A History of the American colonies) make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Colonial New
York: A history (A History of the American colonies) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like start and read a e-book Colonial New York: A history (A History of the American colonies). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Patricia Nebeker:

This Colonial New York: A history (A History of the American colonies) book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Colonial New York: A history (A History of the
American colonies) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Colonial New York: A history (A History of the American colonies)
can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have
it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Colonial New York: A history (A History of the American
colonies) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Sena Meyer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. Colonial New York: A history (A History of the American colonies) can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Donald White:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Colonial New York: A history (A History of the
American colonies) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have factor
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Colonial New York: A



history (A History of the American colonies).
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