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America’s Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre traces the history of America’s oldest
theater. The Philadelphia landmark has been at or near the center of theatrical activity since it opened, as a
circus, on February 2, 1809. This book documents the players and productions that appeared at this venerable
house and the challenges the Walnut has faced from economic crises, changing tastes, technological
advances, and competition from new media.

The Walnut’s history is a classic American success story. Built in the early years of the nineteenth century,
the Walnut responded to the ever-changing tastes and desires of the theatergoing public. Originally operated
as a stock company, the Walnut has offered up every conceivable form of entertainment—pageantry and
spectacle, opera, melodrama, musical theater, and Shakespeare. It escaped the wrecking ball during the
Depression by operating as a burlesque house, a combination film and vaudeville house, and a Yiddish
theater, before becoming the Philadelphia headquarters for the Federal Theatre Project. Because Philadelphia
is located so close to New York City, the Walnut has served as a tryout house for many Broadway-bound
shows, including A Streetcar Named Desire, The Diary of Anne Frank, and A Raisin in the Sun. Today, the
Walnut operates as a nonprofit performing arts center. It is one of the most successful producing theaters in
the country, with more than 350,000 attending performances each year.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Pratt:

The book America's Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book America's Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre? Several of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book America's Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jonathan Garcia:

Precisely why? Because this America's Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Sarah Jackson:

You may get this America's Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Christine Wormley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
America's Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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