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Over the past thirty years, visionary anthropologist Michael Taussig has crafted a highly distinctive body of
work. Playful, enthralling, and whip-smart, his writing makes ingenious connections between ideas, thinkers,
and things. An extended meditation on the mysteries of color and the fascination they provoke, What Color
Is the Sacred? is the next step on Taussig’s remarkable intellectual path.

Following his interest in magic and surrealism, his earlier work on mimesis, and his recent discussion of
heat, gold, and cocaine in My Cocaine Museum,this book uses color to explore further dimensions of what
Taussig calls “the bodily unconscious” in an age of global warming. Drawing on classic ethnography as well
as the work of Benjamin, Burroughs, and Proust, he takes up the notion that color invites the viewer into
images and into the world. Yet, as Taussig makes clear, color has a history—a manifestly colonial history
rooted in the West’s discomfort with color, especially bright color, and its associations with the so-called
primitive. He begins by noting Goethe’s belief that Europeans are physically averse to vivid color while the
uncivilized revel in it, which prompts Taussig to reconsider colonialism as a tension between chromophobes
and chromophiliacs. And he ends with the strange story of coal, which, he argues, displaced colonial color by
giving birth to synthetic colors, organic chemistry, and IG Farben, the giant chemical corporation behind the
Third Reich.

Nietzsche once wrote, “So far, all that has given colour to existence still lacks a history.” With What Color Is
the Sacred? Taussig has taken up that challenge with all the radiant intelligence and inspiration we’ve come
to expect from him.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Wilson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled
What Color Is the Sacred?? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Anna Brooks:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that What Color Is the Sacred? book as nice and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Frank Johnson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your
needs but the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This What
Color Is the Sacred? is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Samuel Lashley:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
is this What Color Is the Sacred?.
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