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On the little-known and darker side of shamanism there exists an ancient form of sorcery called kanaimà, a
practice still observed among the Amerindians of the highlands of Guyana, Venezuela, and Brazil that
involves the ritual stalking, mutilation, lingering death, and consumption of human victims. At once a
memoir of cultural encounter and an ethnographic and historical investigation, this book offers a sustained,
intimate look at kanaimà, its practitioners, their victims, and the reasons they give for their actions.

Neil L. Whitehead tells of his own involvement with kanaimà—including an attempt to kill him with
poison—and relates the personal testimonies of kanaimà shamans, their potential victims, and the victims’
families. He then goes on to discuss the historical emergence of kanaimà, describing how, in the face of
successive modern colonizing forces—missionaries, rubber gatherers, miners, and development
agencies—the practice has become an assertion of native autonomy. His analysis explores the ways in which
kanaimà mediates both national and international impacts on native peoples in the region and considers the
significance of kanaimà for current accounts of shamanism and religious belief and for theories of war and
violence.

Kanaimà appears here as part of the wider lexicon of rebellious terror and exotic horror—alongside the
cannibal, vampire, and zombie—that haunts the western imagination. Dark Shamans broadens discussions of
violence and of the representation of primitive savagery by recasting both in the light of current debates on
modernity and globalization.
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From reader reviews:

William Riser:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the
Poetics of Violent Death will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with
you?

Pearl Norris:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the
Poetics of Violent Death to read.

Isaac Lewis:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the
Poetics of Violent Death which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Karen Lambert:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the
Poetics of Violent Death or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Dark Shamans: Kanaima and the Poetics of Violent Death to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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