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From Homer ("winged words") to Robert Burns ("Beware a tongue that's smoothly hung") to Rudyard
Kipling ("Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by mankind"), writers from all over the world
have put pen to paper on the inexhaustible topic of language. Yet surprisingly, their writings on the subject
have never been gathered in a single volume. In Words on Words, David and Hilary Crystal have collected
nearly 5,000 quotations about language and all its intriguing aspects: speaking, reading, writing, translation,
verbosity, usage, slang, and more. As the stock-in-trade of so many professions—orators, media
personalities, writers, and countless others—language's appeal as a subject is extraordinarily relevant and
wide-ranging.

The quotations are grouped thematically under 65 different headings, from "The Nature of Language"
through the "Language of Politics" to "Quoting and Misquoting." This arrangement enables the reader to
explore a topic through a variety of lenses, ancient and modern, domestic and foreign, scientific and casual,
ironic and playful. Three thorough indexes—to authors, sources, and key words—provide different entry
points into the collection. A valuable resource for professional writers and scholars, Words on Words is for
anyone who loves language and all things linguistic.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Words on Words:
Quotations about Language and Languages book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Albright:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Words on Words: Quotations about Language
and Languages is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Mildred Ralph:

This Words on Words: Quotations about Language and Languages usually are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Words on Words: Quotations about Language and
Languages can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking
at food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Words on Words: Quotations about Language and Languages forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Glenn Stops:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Words on Words: Quotations about
Language and Languages to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a
book and study it. Beside that the guide Words on Words: Quotations about Language and Languages can to
be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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