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The most interesting tensions and ambitions of twentieth-century American poetry intersect in one resonant
word: voice. The term "poetic voice" emphasizes poetry's reliance on sound, which is prominent in ethnic
American writings, new formalism, and many species of performance and sound-directed poetry, both
mainstream and avant-garde. However, voice is also a metaphor for originality, personality, and the illusion
of authorial presence within printed poetry-meanings that have been particularly useful (and provocative) in
literary criticism and creative writing. In Voicing American Poetry, Lesley Wheeler explores how and why
American poetry of the twentieth century and beyond keeps returning to voice as an idea, even though the
term frustrates definition. Poetic voice is a crucial term precisely because of its ambiguity: both poets and
critics invoke voice to argue for poetry's power. Because voice can also be a medium for poetry, this book
offers a uniquely full history of twentieth- and twenty-first-century poetry performance in the United States.
Beginning with Edna St. Vincent Millay's captivating performances of presence on the page, the stage, and
the radio, Wheeler investigates the rise of the academic poetry reading circuit and its various lively
alternatives, from the Beats to the poetry-slam scene. Along the way Wheeler examines how Langston
Hughes transformed oral culture into visual poetry, and how collaborative poetry challenges the very idea of
self-expression. Voicing American Poetry also features an annotated list of important poetry readings in the
United States since 1950. Wheeler finds that American poetry itself remains a vital, coherent enterprise and
that this commitment is constantly renewed in lecture halls, auditoriums, coffee shops, bars, and classrooms.
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From reader reviews:

Casey Larsen:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the
Present.

Mary Hanlon:

This Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the Present book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from
the 1920s to the Present without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the
1920s to the Present can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Voicing American Poetry: Sound and
Performance from the 1920s to the Present having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Sandra Alexander:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Voicing American Poetry: Sound and
Performance from the 1920s to the Present guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the Present as good book
not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by
its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Herbert Willams:

You may get this Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the Present by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your



local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Download and Read Online Voicing American Poetry: Sound and
Performance from the 1920s to the Present Lesley Wheeler
#TPJWOUG82NS



Read Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the
1920s to the Present by Lesley Wheeler for online ebook

Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the Present by Lesley Wheeler Free
PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,
PDF best books to read, top books to read Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s
to the Present by Lesley Wheeler books to read online.

Online Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the
Present by Lesley Wheeler ebook PDF download

Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the Present by Lesley Wheeler
Doc

Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the Present by Lesley Wheeler Mobipocket

Voicing American Poetry: Sound and Performance from the 1920s to the Present by Lesley Wheeler EPub


