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Gun ownership rights are treated as sacred in America, but what happens when dissenters moved beyond
firearm possession into the realm of high explosives? How should the state react? Ann Larabee's The Wrong
Hands, a remarkable history of do-it-yourself weapons manuals from the late nineteenth century to the recent
Boston Marathon bombing, traces how efforts to ferret out radicals willing to employ ever-more violent
methods fueled the growth of the American security state. But over time, the government's increasingly
forceful targeting of violent books and ideas-not the weapons themselves-threatened to undermine another
core American right: free expression.

In the 1886 Haymarket Square bombing, a new form of revolutionary violence that had already made its
mark in Europe arrived in the United States. At the subsequent trial, the judge allowed into evidence Johann
Most's infamous The Science of Revolutionary Warfare, which allegedly served as a cookbook for the
accused. Most's work was the first of a long line of explosive manuals relied on by radicals. By the 1960s,
small publishers were drawing from publicly available US military sources to produce works that catered to
a growing popular interest in DIY weapons making. The most famous was The Anarchist Cookbook (1971),
which soon achieved legendary status-and a lasting presence in the courts. Even novels, such as William
Pierce's The Turner Diaries, have served as evidence in prosecutions of right-wing radicals. More recently,
websites explaining how to make all manner of weapons, including suicide vests, have proliferated.

The state's right to police such information has always hinged on whether the disseminators have legitimate
First Amendment rights. Larabee ends with an analysis of the 1979 publication of instructions for making a
nuclear weapon, which raises the ultimate question: should a society committed to free speech allow a
manual for constructing such a weapon to disseminate freely? Both authoritative and eye-opening, The
Wrong Hands will reshape our understanding of the history of radical violence and state repression in
America.
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From reader reviews:

Bennett Fox:

This The Wrong Hands: Popular Weapons Manuals and Their Historic Challenges to a Democratic Society is
new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in
reading this The Wrong Hands: Popular Weapons Manuals and Their Historic Challenges to a Democratic
Society can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the
e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life along with knowledge.

Peter Gomez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Wrong Hands: Popular Weapons Manuals and Their
Historic Challenges to a Democratic Society can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating
this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have The Wrong Hands: Popular Weapons Manuals and Their Historic Challenges to a Democratic
Society.

Donald Mobley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and The Wrong Hands: Popular Weapons Manuals and Their
Historic Challenges to a Democratic Society or even others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Wrong Hands: Popular Weapons Manuals and Their
Historic Challenges to a Democratic Society to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Derek Clancy:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named



of book The Wrong Hands: Popular Weapons Manuals and Their Historic Challenges to a Democratic
Society. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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