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The number and popularity of novels that have overtly reconfigured aspects of classic American texts
suggests a curious trend for both readers and writers, an impulse to retell and reread books that have come to
define American culture. This book argues that by revising canonical American literature, contemporary
American writers are (re)writing an American myth of origins, creating one that corresponds to the
contemporary writer’s understanding of self and society. Informed by cognitive psychology, evolutionary
literary criticism, and poststructuralism, Entzminger reads texts by canonical authors Poe, Hawthorne,
Melville, Alcott, Twain, Chopin, and Faulkner, and by the contemporary writers that respond to them. In
highlighting the construction and cognitive function of narrative in their own and in their antecedent texts,
contemporary writers highlight the fact that such use of narrative is universal and essential to human beings.
This book suggests that by revising the classic texts that compose our cultural narrative, contemporary
writers mirror the way human individuals consistently revisit and refigure the past through language, via
self-narration, in order to manage and understand experience.
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From reader reviews:

Olivia Cook:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Contemporary Reconfigurations of
American Literary Classics: The Origin and Evolution of American Stories (Routledge Studies in Twentieth-
Century Literature) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Paul Andrews:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Contemporary Reconfigurations of American Literary Classics: The Origin and Evolution of
American Stories (Routledge Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature), you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Alex Miller:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal
with may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Contemporary Reconfigurations of American
Literary Classics: The Origin and Evolution of American Stories (Routledge Studies in Twentieth-Century
Literature) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Rebecca Bonnett:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Contemporary
Reconfigurations of American Literary Classics: The Origin and Evolution of American Stories (Routledge



Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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