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A memoir of astonishing power–the true story of a middle-class, middle-aged man who fell into the Inferno
of the American prison system, and what he has to do to survive.

It is your worst nightmare. You wake up in an 8' x 6' concrete-and-steel cell designated "Suicide Watch #3."
The cell is real. Jimmy Lerner, formerly a suburban husband and father, and corporate strategic planner and
survivor, is about to become a prison "fish," or green new arrival. Taken to a penitentiary in the Nevada
desert to begin serving a twelve-year term for voluntary manslaughter, this once nice Jewish boy from
Brooklyn ends up sharing a claustrophobic cell with Kansas, a hugely muscled skinhead with a swastika
engraved on his neck and a serious set of issues. And if he dares complain, the guards will bluntly tell him,
"You got nothing coming."

Bringing us into a world of petty corruption, racial strife, and crank-addicted neo-Nazis, Jimmy Lerner gives
us a fish’s progress: a brash, compelling, and darkly comic story peopled with characters who are at various
times funny, violent, and surprisingly tender. His rendering of prison language is mesmerizingly vivid and
exact, and his search for a way not simply to survive but to craft a new way to live, in the most unpropitious
of circumstances, is a tale filled with resilience, dignity, and a profound sense of the absurd. In the book’s
climax, we learn just what demonic set of circumstances–a compound of bad luck and worse judgment–led
him to the lethal act of self-defense that landed him in a circle of an American hell.

Electrifying, unforgettable, bracingly cynical, and perceptive, You Got Nothing Coming is impossible to put
down or shake off. What the cult favorite Oz is to television, this book is to prose–and all of the events are
real.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Borgen:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book You Got Nothing Coming: Notes From a Prison Fish seemed
to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication You Got Nothing Coming: Notes From a Prison Fish is not only giving
you much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book You Got
Nothing Coming: Notes From a Prison Fish. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Wilson Gonzalez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this You Got Nothing
Coming: Notes From a Prison Fish, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

John Bullard:

The guide with title You Got Nothing Coming: Notes From a Prison Fish includes a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Bernadine Parker:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be You Got Nothing Coming: Notes From a Prison Fish why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.
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