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The first African American movie star, Lincoln Perry, a.k.a. Stepin Fetchit, is an iconic figure in the history
of American popular culture. In the late 1920s and ’30s he was both renowned and reviled for his surrealistic
portrayals of the era’s most popular comic stereotype—the lazy, shiftless Negro. After his breakthrough role
in the 1929 film Hearts in Dixie, Perry was hailed as “the best actor that the talking pictures have produced”
by the critic Robert Benchley.

Having run away from his Key West home in his early teens, Perry found success as a vaude-
villian before making his way to California. The tall, lanky actor became the first millionaire black movie
star when he appeared in a string of hit movies as the whiny, ever-perplexed, slow-talking comic sidekick.
Perry was the highest paid and most popular black comedian in America during Hollywood’s Golden Age,
but his ongoing battles with movie executives, his rowdy offscreen behavior, and his extravagant spending
kept him in gossip-column headlines. Perry’s spendthrift ways and exorbitant lifestyle hastened his decline
and, in 1947, having squandered or given away his fortune, he was forced to declare bankruptcy.

In 1964 Perry was discovered in the charity ward of Chicago’s Cook County Hospital; he later turned up in
Muhammad Ali’s entourage. In 1972 he unsuccessfully sued CBS for defamation because of a television
program that ridiculed the type of characters he had portrayed. But his achievements were eventually
acknowledged: in 1976 the Hollywood chapter of the NAACP gave him its Special Image Award for having
opened the door for many a succeeding African American film star, and in 1978 he was inducted into the
Black Filmmakers Hall of Fame. In Stepin Fetchit, Mel Watkins has given us the first definitive, full-scale
biography of an entertainment legend.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Stepin Fetchit: The Life and Times of Lincoln Perry. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of
book Stepin Fetchit: The Life and Times of Lincoln Perry. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Tammy Ely:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Stepin Fetchit: The Life
and Times of Lincoln Perry suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Stepin Fetchit: The Life and Times of Lincoln Perryis the main of several books which
everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Floy Knowles:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Stepin Fetchit: The Life and Times of Lincoln Perry, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Candace Hernandez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free
time, we will say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what
kind of activity do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is usually Stepin Fetchit: The Life and Times of Lincoln Perry.
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