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Neither Donkey nor Horse tells the story of how Chinese medicine was transformed from the antithesis of
modernity in the early twentieth century into a potent symbol of and vehicle for China’s exploration of its
own modernity half a century later. Instead of viewing this transition as derivative of the political history of
modern China, Sean Hsiang-lin Lei argues that China’s medical history had a life of its own, one that at
times directly influenced the ideological struggle over the meaning of China’s modernity and the Chinese
state.
           
Far from being a remnant of China’s premodern past, Chinese medicine in the twentieth century coevolved
with Western medicine and the Nationalist state, undergoing a profound transformation—institutionally,
epistemologically, and materially—that resulted in the creation of a modern Chinese medicine. This new
medicine was derided as “neither donkey nor horse” because it necessarily betrayed both of the parental
traditions and therefore was doomed to fail. Yet this hybrid medicine survived, through self-innovation and
negotiation, thus challenging the conception of modernity that rejected the possibility of productive
crossbreeding between the modern and the traditional.
           
By exploring the production of modern Chinese medicine and China’s modernity in tandem, Lei offers both
a political history of medicine and a medical history of the Chinese state.
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Call:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Neither Donkey nor Horse: Medicine in
the Struggle over China's Modernity (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Chad Brown:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Neither Donkey nor Horse:
Medicine in the Struggle over China's Modernity (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) is simple to
create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Geneva Orta:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Neither Donkey nor Horse: Medicine in the
Struggle over China's Modernity (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) was colourful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Neither Donkey nor Horse: Medicine in the Struggle over China's
Modernity (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.

Jeffrey David:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Neither Donkey nor Horse: Medicine in the
Struggle over China's Modernity (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the
publication Neither Donkey nor Horse: Medicine in the Struggle over China's Modernity (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian In) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of this time.
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