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With remarkable breadth of vision, Seyyed Hossein Nasr reveals for both Western and Muslim readers how
each art form in the islamic tradition is based upon a science of nature concerned, not with the outer
appearance of things, but with their inner reality. Ranging across calligraphy, painting, architecture,
literature, music, and the plastic arts, Nasr penetrates to the inner dimension of Islam and shows the role art
plays in the life of individual Muslims and the community as a whole--the role of inspiring the remembrance
and contemplation of God.

Once the author establishes art as an aid and support to the spiritual life, he traces the creative act to its
ultimate source: inner knowledge and barakah, or grace, which make the crystallization of inner realities in
form and space and time possible. Through this knowledge and grace, the author asserts, unity manifests
upon the plane of multiplicity, making archetypal realities perceivable by the senses. Through this
knowledge and grace, art functions as a ladder for the journey of the soul from the visible to the invisible.
How Islamic art leads man to the inner chamber of divine revelation forms the substance of much of this
important work.

An especially close look is given to the Sufi tradition within Islam, for its mystical teachers have often
clearly demonstrated in their works the spiritual significance of beauty and served as the source of
inspiration for art.

By rediscovering the root of art in the Islamic tradition, Seyyed Hossein Nasr opens doors to new dimensions
of unity which have seemingly been obscured in recent Western art. In so doing, he extends the significance
of this book beyond the Islamic belief system to touch the hearts and creative impulses of readers from all
traditions.

Seyyed Hossein Nasr is currently University Professor of Islamic Studies at George Washington University.
Born in Tehran and educated at MIT and Harvard, he was previously professor of the history of science and
philosophy at Tehran University and first president of the Iranian Academy of Philosophy. He has taught
throughout America, Europe, the Middle East, Pakistan, India, Japan, and Australia. He is the author of over
twenty books in English. Among them are Sufi Essays, Islamic Life and Thought, Knowledge and the
Sacred, and Three Muslim Sages.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Islamic Art and Spirituality.

Kellie Smith:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Islamic Art and Spirituality was making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book
Islamic Art and Spirituality is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with the book Islamic Art and Spirituality. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Hattie Robb:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Islamic Art and
Spirituality.

Fred Musso:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Islamic Art and Spirituality this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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