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It has been said that fathers are a biological necessity but a social accident. Fifteen years ago, when Ross
Parke first wrote about fathers for the Developing Child series, American culture seemed to adhere strongly
to the stereotype of Dad the breadwinner, pacing outside the delivery room and peeking through the nursery
window, and Mom the homemaker, warming bottles and changing diapers. Simple--in fact, a bit too simple.
In the intervening years the conventional image of the uninvolved father has given way to a new stereotype:
the father who takes an active part in rearing his children.

The dramatic technological, economic, and ideological changes in society over the past several decades have
reconfigured the nuclear family and redefined the role of fathers. More women now work outside the home;
fewer families can depend on an extended network of relatives for help with childcare; more divorced fathers
assume or share custody of their children. Fathers have become partners in parenthood, wielding a more
direct influence on their children's development. But, Parke asks, is the new ideal of fathers--participating in
childbirth and sharing in the care and feeding of their children--any more accurate than the earlier
uninvolved father stereotype?

Social scientists have long ignored fathers, focusing on mothers as the significant figure in infant
development. But research is showing that maternal caretaking is not biologically fixed, nor are fathers
necessarily restricted to a secondary role in childcare. Turning away from well-worn theories in favor of
direct observation, modern studies have revealed a substantial amount about how fathers behave with their
children, how this behavior differs from maternal behavior, and how it affects children.

In this new book, Parke considers the father-child relationship within the "family system" and the wider
society. Using the "life course" view of fathers that has emerged in recent years, he demonstrates that men
enact their fatherhood in a variety of ways in response to their particular social and cultural circumstances.
And while it is becoming clear that fathers play an important role in their children's lives, it is also becoming
clear that fathering is good for men.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Dudley:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Fatherhood (The Developing Child).

Yvonne Wagner:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Fatherhood (The Developing Child). You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Fatherhood
(The Developing Child). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Robert Young:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book Fatherhood (The Developing Child) it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Edwin Ball:

This Fatherhood (The Developing Child) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book
reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Fatherhood (The
Developing Child) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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