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Why is the Mona Lisa the most famous painting in the world? Why did Facebook succeed when other social
networking sites failed? Did the surge in Iraq really lead to less violence? How much can CEO’s impact the
performance of their companies? And does higher pay incentivize people to work hard?

If you think the answers to these questions are a matter of common sense, think again. As sociologist and
network science pioneer Duncan Watts explains in this provocative book, the explanations that we give for
the outcomes that we observe in life—explanation that seem obvious once we know the answer—are less
useful than they seem.

Drawing on the latest scientific research, along with a wealth of historical and contemporary examples,
Watts shows how common sense reasoning and history conspire to mislead us into believing that we
understand more about the world of human behavior than we do; and in turn, why attempts to predict,
manage, or manipulate social and economic systems so often go awry.

It seems obvious, for example, that people respond to incentives; yet policy makers and managers alike
frequently fail to anticipate how people will respond to the incentives they create. Social trends often seem to
have been driven by certain influential people; yet marketers have been unable to identify these “influencers”
in advance. And although successful products or companies always seem in retrospect to have succeeded
because of their unique qualities, predicting the qualities of the next hit product or hot company is
notoriously difficult even for experienced professionals.

Only by understanding how and when common sense fails, Watts argues, can we improve how we plan for
the future, as well as understand the present—an argument that has important implications in politics,
business, and marketing, as well as in science and everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert White:

The feeling that you get from Everything Is Obvious: How Common Sense Fails Us will be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Everything Is Obvious: How Common Sense Fails Us giving
you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Everything Is Obvious: How Common
Sense Fails Us instantly.

Clarence Nelson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Everything Is
Obvious: How Common Sense Fails Us suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Everything Is Obvious: How Common Sense Fails Usis a single of
several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Ronda Hagerty:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Everything Is Obvious: How Common Sense Fails Us can be your answer as it can be
read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Stephanie Bush:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Everything Is Obvious: How
Common Sense Fails Us is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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