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Drawing on extensive historical and anthropological research, personal accounts, and interviews with people
who work in the funeral industry, Penny Colman examines the compelling subjects of death and burial across
cultures and societies. The text, enriched with stories both humorous and poignant, includes details about the
decomposition and embalming processes (an adult corpse buried six feet deep without a coffin will usually
take five to ten years to turn into a skeleton) and describes the various customs associated with containing
remains (the Igala people in Nigeria have a custom of burying people in as many as twenty-seven layers of
clothing). Intriguing facts are revealed at every turn; for example, in Madagascar winter was considered the
corpse-turning season.

This comprehensive book also includes a list of burial sites of famous people, images in the arts associated
with death, fascinating epitaphs and gravestone carvings, a chronology and a glossary, and over a hundred
black-and-white photographs, most of which were taken by the author.

Penny Colman writes with compassion and intelligence and humanizes the difficult subjects of death and
burial. The result is a powerful look at an inevitable part of life--death.
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From reader reviews:

Jeanne Gonzales:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial.

Scottie Kelly:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One
of them is this Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial.

Jerry Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Kara Navarrete:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial this e-book consist
a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some research when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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