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In 1945 Germany's cities lay in ruins, destroyed by Allied bombers `hat left major architectural monuments
badly damaged and much of the housing stock reduced to rubble. At the war's end, observers thought that it
would take forty years to rebuild, but by the late 1950s West Germany's cities had risen anew. The housing
crisis had been overcome and virtually all important monuments reconstructed, and the cities had reclaimed
their characteristic identities. Everywhere there was a mixture of old and new: historic churches and town
halls stood alongside new housing and department stores; ancient street layouts were crossed or encircled by
wide arteries; old city centers were balanced by garden suburbs laid out according to modern planning
principles. In this book, Diefendorf examines the questions raised by this remarkable feat of urban
reconstruction. He explains who was primarily responsible, what accounted for the speed of rebuilding, and
how priorities were set and decisions acted upon. He argues that in such crucial areas as architectural style,
urban planning, historic preservation, and housing policy, the Germans drew upon personnel, ideas,
institutions, and practical experiences from the Nazi and pre-Nazi periods. Diefendorf shows how the
rebuilding of West Germany's cities after 1945 can only be understood in terms of long-term continuities in
urban development.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Abraham:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of
German Cities after World War II is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Richard Segers:

The guide untitled In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II is the book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was
did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after
World War II from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

James Turco:

The reserve with title In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II posesses
a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kelsey Jimenez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the In the Wake of War: The Reconstruction of German Cities after World War II when you required it?
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