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Shipwrecked: Disaster and Transformation in Homer, Shakespeare, Defoe, and the Modern World presents
the first comparative study of notable literary shipwrecks from the past four thousand years, focusing on
Homer’s Odyssey, Shakespeare’s The Tempest, and Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. James V. Morrison considers
the historical context as well as the “triggers” (such as the 1609 Bermuda shipwreck) that inspired some of
these works, and modern responses such as novels (Golding’s Lord of the Flies, Coetzee’s Foe, and
Gordon’s First on Mars, a science fiction version of the Crusoe story), movies, television (Forbidden
Planet, Cast Away, and Lost), and the poetry and plays of Caribbean poets Derek Walcott and Aimé Césaire.

The recurrent treatment of shipwrecks in the creative arts demonstrates an enduring fascination with this
archetypal scene: a shipwreck survivor confronting the elements. It is remarkable, for example, that the
characters in the 2004 television show Lostshare so many features with those from Homer’s Odyssey and
Shakespeare’s The Tempest.

For survivors who are stranded on an island for some period of time, shipwrecks often present the possibility
of a change in political and social status—as well as romance and even paradise. In each of the major
shipwreck narratives examined, the poet or novelist links the castaways’ arrival on a new shore with the
possibility of a new sort of life. Readers will come to appreciate the shift in attitude toward the opportunities
offered by shipwreck: older texts such as the Odyssey reveals a trajectory of returning to the previous order.
In spite of enticing new temptations, Odysseus—and some of the survivors in The Tempest—revert to their
previous lives, rejecting what many might consider paradise. Odysseus is reestablished as king; Prospero
travels back to Milan. In such situations, we may more properly speak of potential transformations. In
contrast, many recent shipwreck narratives instead embrace the possibility of a new sort of existence. That
even now the shipwreck theme continues to be treated, in multiple media, testifies to its long-lasting appeal
to a very wide audience.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Diaz:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it
means that guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a
book. They may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about
the person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Shipwrecked: Disaster and Transformation in Homer,
Shakespeare, Defoe, and the Modern World.

Walter Rojas:

The actual book Shipwrecked: Disaster and Transformation in Homer, Shakespeare, Defoe, and the Modern
World has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Alice Weaver:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Shipwrecked: Disaster and
Transformation in Homer, Shakespeare, Defoe, and the Modern World can give you a lot of buddies because
by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Shipwrecked: Disaster and Transformation in Homer, Shakespeare,
Defoe, and the Modern World.

Alicia Cain:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book Shipwrecked: Disaster and Transformation in Homer,
Shakespeare, Defoe, and the Modern World was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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