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Safe as Houses, the debut story collection of Marie-Helene Bertino, proves that not all homes are shelters.
The titular story revolves around an aging English professor who, mourning the loss of his wife, robs other
people's homes of their sentimental knick-knacks. In "Free Ham," a young dropout wins a ham after her
house burns down and refuses to accept it. “Has my ham done anything wrong?” she asks when the grocery
store manager demands that she claim it.
 
In "Carry Me Home, Sisters of Saint Joseph," a failed commercial writer moves into the basement of a
convent and inadvertently discovers the secrets of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. A girl, hoping to talk her
brother out of enlisting in the army, brings Bob Dylan home for Thanksgiving dinner in the quiet, dreamy
"North Of." In “The Idea of Marcel,” Emily, a conservative, elegant girl, has dinner with the idea of her ex-
boyfriend, Marcel. In a night filled with baffling coincidences, including Marcel having dinner with his idea
of Emily, she wonders why we tend to be more in love with ideas than with reality. In and out of the rooms
of these gritty, whimsical stories roam troubled, funny people struggling to reconcile their circumstances to
some kind of American Ideal and failing, over and over. 
 
The stories of Safe as Houses are magical and original and help answer such universal and existential
questions as: How far will we go to stay loyal to our friends? Can we love a man even though he is inches
shorter than our ideal? Why doesn’t Bob Dylan ever have his own smokes? And are there patron saints for
everything, even lost socks and bad movies?
 

All homes are not shelters. But then again, some are. Welcome to the home of Marie-Helene Bertino. 
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do that.
It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) to read.

Timothy Parker:

The event that you get from Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) will be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read
the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this particular Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) instantly.

Walter Taylor:

The book untitled Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) is the book that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Bessie Kraft:

Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Safe as Houses
(Iowa Short Fiction Award) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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