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Born into slavery on an Alabama plantation in 1853, Bill Traylor worked as a sharecropper for most of his
life. But in 1928 he moved to Montgomery and changed his life, becoming a self-taught lyric painter of
extraordinary ability and power. From 1936 to 1946, he sat on a street corner -- old, ill, and homeless -- and
created well over 1,200 paintings.Collected and later promoted by Charles Shannon, a young Montgomery
artist, his work received star placement in the Corcoran Gallery's 1982 exhibition "Black Folk Art in
America." From then on, the spare and powerful "radical modernity" of Traylor's work helped place him
among the rising stars of twentieth-century American artists. Most critics and art historians who analyze
Traylor's paintings emphasize his extraordinary form and evaluate the content as either simple or enigmatic
narratives of black life. In Painting a Hidden Life, historian Mechal Sobel's trenchant analysis reveals a
previously unrecognized central core of meaning in Traylor's near-hidden symbolism -- a call for retribution
in response to acts of lynching and other violence toward blacks.

Drawing on historical records and oral histories, Sobel carefully explores the relationship between Traylor's
life and his paintings and arrives at new interpretations of his art. From an interview with Traylor's great-
granddaughter, Sobel learned that Traylor believed the Birmingham policemen who killed his son in 1929 in
fact lynched him -- a story that neither Traylor nor his family had previously disclosed. The trauma of this
event, Sobel explains, propelled Traylor to find a way to voice his rage and spurred the creation of his
powerful, mysterious visual language. Traylor's encoded paintings tell a vibrant, multilayered story of
conjure power, sexual rivalry, and violence.

Revealing an extraordinarily diverse visual universe, the symbols in Traylor's paintings reflect the worlds he
lived in between 1853 and 1949: the plantation conjure milieu into which he was born, the blues culture in
which he matured, the world of Jim Crow he learned to secretly violate, and the Catholic values he adopted
in his final years. From his African heritage, Traylor drew symbols not readily understood by whites. He
mixed traditional African images with conjure signs, with symbols of black Baptists and Freemasons, and
with images central to the hidden black protest movement -- the cross and the lynching tree. In this
groundbreaking examination of an extraordinary artist, Sobel uncovers the internalized pain of several
generations and traces the paths African Americans blazed long before the march down the Selma--
Montgomery highway.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great as well as important the book Painting a Hidden Life: The Art of Bill Traylor. All
type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Tony You:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Painting a Hidden Life: The Art of
Bill Traylor is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Dwight Ivers:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book Painting a Hidden Life: The Art of Bill Traylor it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Mindy Hicks:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely Painting a Hidden Life: The Art of Bill Traylor. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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