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The Missouri History Museum archives are bursting with collections that provide firsthand accounts of both
historic and everyday moments, but when archivist M. E. Kodner came across the James Love letters, she
knew she had discovered something extraordinary. My Dear Molly consists of the 166 letters that St. Louisan
James Love wrote to his fiancée, Eliza Mary “Molly” Wilson, during his Civil War service. The letters
discuss the war, including activities in Missouri, battles, Love’s life as a soldier, and his time in a
Confederate prison, in addition to detailing the love story of James and Molly. Spanning the entire Civil War
period, the letters give a full account of both the ongoing conflict and the many different aspects of Love’s
life, making My Dear Molly a unique contribution to our literature of the time period.
The book opens with a prologue describing Love’s life before the war, including his immigration to the
United States from Ireland, his early career, and a trip to Australia he took in the 1850s. The body of the text
consists of his letters and is divided into three sections: Love’s early service with the Fifth US Reserve
Corps, most of which was spent in Missouri; his service with the Eighth Kansas Infantry, which includes
descriptions of military life and battle, ending with him being wounded at the Battle of Chickamauga and
taken prisoner; and his years in various Confederate prisons and his attempts to escape. Each portion of the
book begins with an introduction to place the letters in their historical context and to briefly explain the
events and people that Love mentions in his letters. It concludes with an epilogue describing his final,
successful escape, his life with Molly after the war, how the letters came to the Missouri History Museum,
and Kodner’s discovery of her connections through family friends to James and Molly’s descendants. My
Dear Molly is a remarkable, riveting volume that will add much to our knowledge of the Civil War
period—its battles and conflicts as well as the experiences of ordinary Americans like James and Molly.
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From reader reviews:

Sabra Fitzgerald:

The book My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a
book My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love? Several of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sam Stenger:

Here thing why that My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as delicious as food or not. My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book
that similar with My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home
by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of My Dear
Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love in e-book can be your substitute.

Jessica Hurst:

The reason? Because this My Dear Molly: The Civil War Letters of Captain James Love is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Hector Medlin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also
you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this My Dear
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